
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

Sebruary 80, 1946

My d.ea.r luir. Webbink:

f have addrossed this lettor to reach you after
all the formalities of your separatlon from aetivo servlco
are completed. I have done so boeause, wlthout formallty but
as clearly as I know how to say lt, I want the Navyrs prid"e iu
you, whlch it is my prlvlloge to expross, to roach lnto your
olvll life and to remaln wlth you aLways.

You have served in the greatest lfavy in the world..

It crushed. two enemy fleets at onco, receivlng thelr
Burrenders only four months apart,

It brought our land.-based alryower wlthin bomblng
range of the enemy, and. set our ground armles orr the beacbhead,s
of final vletory.

It performod the nuLtltud.e of tasks neoessary to
supBort these mll-itary operations,

I,Io other Navy at any time has done so much. For
your part in these achlevements you d.eserve tb be proud. as
long as you 1ive. [he Natlon whlch you served at a time of
crisis wllL remember you with gratltude.

[he best ivlshes of the ]Ie.vy go r.vlth you into civillan
1ife. Good. luokl

Slncerely yoursf)x"p
Mr. I{arolC AIbert ttlebbink
Route L
Augrrsta, ldissouri


